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For him this is a minor pageant, a humble Lord
Mayor's Show, which gives him inspiration, courage
and hope. No wonder he talks of "the common
people". He belongs to them entirely, and every
thought, every action, whether expressed in the
House of Commons or at the street corner, is formed
and moulded by their influence.

Many members of Parliament take good care
not to live near their constituencies. They employ
an agent to do all the interviewing and, outside
the House of Commons, manage to live a normal
life untroubled by daily and hourly callers. Such
members rely upon reports for much of their know-
ledge of the conditions in which their people live,
of the hardships involved in alterations of unemploy-
ment relief, or of the detailed working of the Means
Test. Father, however, spends most of his mornings
in Bow, and hears daily many a story direct from
the victims of economy and efficiency.

If it is said of him that his stark "close-up" view
of unemployment and poverty disables him from
maintaining that clear sight of the whole problem
so important from the expert economists' point of
view, it can also be said that those who think only
in terms of facts and figures supplied by the Board
of Trade and the Ministry of Health, know only a
fraction of the problem,

Mr, Neville Chamberlain, devoid of sentiment
and a model of equanimity, may issue statistics
from Whitehall showing that slums are disappearing,
that people are relinquishing the dole and that